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Wenatchee, WA – The Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board (UCSRB), a non-profit organization that uses a collaborative approach to salmon recovery in North Central Washington, received a Partners in Conservation award from the U.S. Department of Interior (DOI) on December 7, 2010.  This was one of only 24 national DOI awards to individuals and organizations in 2010, recognizing excellence in achieving natural resource conservation goals in collaboration with others.

The award to the Implementation Team of the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board was given in recognition of the collaborative work performed to implement the Upper Columbia Spring Chinook Salmon and Steelhead Recovery Plan (2007).  The Team was responsible for completing nearly 50 habitat improvement projects in the Upper Columbia region of Washington State that opened dozens of miles of stream for salmon spawning and rearing, restored flows to numerous flow-critical reaches, improved habitat along several miles of degraded streams and protected hundreds of acres of riparian habitat critical to 2 of the 13 Columbia River Basin salmon and steelhead species listed as threatened or endangered.

The Upper Columbia Implementation Team has been active since May 2007. The team facilitates and coordinates the implementation of the Recovery Plan in the Upper Columbia basin.  The Implementation Team is comprised of representatives from Chelan, Douglas, and Okanogan counties, and representatives from local, state, and federal agencies, tribal resource management agencies, mid-Columbia PUD’s, regional Watershed Action Teams, and other local stakeholders.
“Although this award is being given to the Implementation Team, I would like to offer thanks and extend congratulations to all the partners, teams, and individuals who collaborated to achieve this success throughout the Upper Columbia region” said Derek Van Marter, UCSRB’s Associate Director.
For more information, contact:
Derek Van Marter

Associate Director
derek.vanmarter@ucsrb.com
509-670-1462
The mission of the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board is to restore viable and sustainable populations of salmon, steelhead, and other at-risk species through the collaborative, economically sensitive efforts, combined resources, and wise resource management of the Upper Columbia region.
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